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Hurricane Awareness Tour 

 

 

Tallahassee, Florida 

May 22, 2014 

 

 

 
Goal: To display a unified message of preparedness, response, and 

recovery among local, state, federal, and non-governmental agencies for 

the upcoming hurricane season. Also, to educate students and residents 

of the area about the value of preparedness before the start of hurricane 

season.  
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Event Map 

 

 
 
Event exhibits are generally paired together with agencies that share similar 

preparedness, response, or recovery missions during tropical cyclone events. 

Agency table exhibits are located inside the main hangar adjacent to the parking 

area. Weather balloons are launched on the north end of the event near Gate 28.  
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1. Participating Agency Descriptions 
 

Apalachee Regional Planning Council:  

 
The Regional Planning Council is recognized as Florida's only 

multi-purpose regional entity that is in a position to plan for and 

coordinate intergovernmental solutions to growth-related 

problems on greater than local issues, provide technical 

assistance to local governments and meet other needs of the 

communities in each region 
 
The Apalachee Regional Planning Council (ARPC) updated the Apalachee Region Evacuation 

Study in 2010.  Based on the data in the study, counties impacted by hurricane storm surge 

developed evacuation zones and identified statewide evacuation routes.  The Coastal High 

Hazard Area was also updated during this process.  Maps of evacuation zones, evacuation routes 

and the CHHA will be available. 

 

Leon County and the City of Tallahassee are in the process of developing a Post-Disaster 

Redevelopment Plan.  Information regarding the PDRP will be available and public feedback is 

encouraged. 

 

The ARPC staffs the District 2 Local Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC) which is 

responsible for implementing the Emergency Planning and the Community Right-To-Know Act 

(EPCRA) for the Council’s nine-county region.  The four primary activities of the LEPC are 

hazardous materials planning, training, emergency exercises and public outreach.   

 

At the event be sure to check out:   
 

Model Shelter-in-Place Demonstration - LEPC Staff will use a custom built model to 
demonstrate how a chemical plume can penetrate a home that is not properly sealed with shelter-in-

place best practices.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

5 

City of Tallahassee Participating 

Departments:  

 

Emergency Management: 
 

Our role is to prepare City of Tallahassee 

departments for all hazards including 

natural and man-made disaster situations. 

Emergency Management oversees City 

response efforts by coordinating departmental activities that rapidly restore our critical 

infrastructure and ensure the safety of our citizens. 

 
At the event, be sure to check out:  

 

Emergency response vehicles and emergency management information 

 

Solid Waste:  

 
Be the provider of choice for solid waste and recycling services.  

 

Enhance the quality of life in Tallahassee through implementation of environmentally sensitive 

services and programs.  

 

At the event, be sure to check out:  

 

Information on solid waste management and recycling. Give-aways; pencils, magnets 
 

Utilities: 

 
Dedicated to protecting and enriching the quality of life in the Tallahassee Community. 

Committed to providing reliable utility services, environmental leadership, financial 

responsibility and customer service excellence. 

  
At the event, be sure to check out:  

 
Pamphlets on utilities services and give away items. 

 

Fire:  

 
The Mission of the Tallahassee Fire Department is to provide for the safety and welfare of our 

community and our members through prevention, preparation and protection.  

 
At the event, be sure to check out:  

 

Fire Engine and the Urban Search and Rescue Response unit 
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Police: 

 
To continue the time-honored tradition of excellence in public service by protecting 

and enhancing the quality of life for our citizens. 

 

Through teamwork and community involvement our city’s neighborhoods and businesses will be 

made safer places to live, work, and play. The community’s intolerance and active prevention of 

criminal activity stems from the leadership provided by all members of the Police Department. 

As an organization that values integrity and mutual support we will achieve a level of excellence 

that makes our department a model for other law enforcement agencies. 

 

At the event, be sure to check out:  

 

Mobile Command Vehicle  

SIRV set up for a Hurricane Disaster Call Out 

 

 

Electric: 

 
The Electric Utility is committed to enriching the quality of life in Tallahassee by providing 

clean and reliable electric service to our customers through a professional and diverse workforce 

that is committed to safe, responsible, cost effective and customer focused operations. 
  
At the event, be sure to check out:  

 
Electric display board, showing dangers of electricity and pamphlets 

 

 

Tallahassee Regional Airport: 

 
The Tallahassee Regional Airport serves as host for this year's Hurricane Preparedness Event and 

WeatherFest. The Tallahassee Regional Airport traces its roots back to 1929 when the City of 

Tallahassee opened its first municipal airport, Dale Mabry Field. In 1961 to meet the growing 

commercial aviation needs of the community, a new facility was constructed at the present 

airport location. Several expansions to the airport were completed through the 1980s when the 

Tallahassee Regional Airport opened its existing commercial aviation terminal designed to meet 

the needs of the residents of Tallahassee and the Capital Region. 

 

In addition to numerous commercial and general aviation activities, The Tallahassee Regional 

Airport also serves an important role in the response to natural disasters. As a major 

transportation facility in North Florida, the airport is capable of supporting all aircraft used by 

state and federal emergency management agencies to transport relief and recovery supplies 

needed within the local community.  The airport can also serve as a forward staging area for 

relief supplies needed in other areas of the country 
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Leon County Sheriff’s Office Division of 

Emergency Management:  

 
The Leon County Division of Emergency Management was 

established by Leon County Ordinance 93-16, with the 

responsibility of coordinating emergency management 

activities, services and programs within the county.  

Management of the Leon County E9-1-1 Emergency Telephone System is also under the 

direction of the Leon County Division of Emergency Management. The E9-1-1 Emergency 

Telephone System was established by Leon County Ordinance 89-5. 

 

On March 16, 1999 the Leon County Board of County Commissioners approved an Interlocal 

Agreement to transfer job functions and equipment of the Leon County Division of Emergency 

Management to the Leon County Sheriff’s Office. Under this agreement the Division reports to 

the Sheriff on a daily basis and to the Board of County Commissioners in times of an emergency. 
 
At the event, be sure to check out:  

 

 Emergency Management Response Vehicles 
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Leon County Emergency Medical Services (EMS):  
 

The Leon County EMS Division exists to provide clinically 

superior, compassionate, cost-effective emergency medical 

services to all citizens and visitors of Leon County; regardless of 

social economic status, utilizing the latest technologies and 

medical care standards within the bounds of available resources. 

 

At the event, be sure to check out:  

 

Logistical Support Trailer- This trailer and prime mover 

configuration supports logistical response to regional EMS 

entities with logistics technicians and relief medical supplies that  

are intended to supplement a receiving agencies ability to carry out a MCI response. 

  

Rapid Deployment Tent- This inflatable tent is designed for rapid deployment at emergency 

scenes where multiple patients are encountered, it is intended to shield patients from weather 

extremes such as heat, cold, or rain and provides an area that can be used as a holding / treatment 

area while transport units cycle patients to receiving hospitals in the region. It is supplied with 

area lighting, electricity and medical supplies by the logistical support unit described above and 

it is a regional asset. 

  

Response Carts - The response carts are used at various outdoor events where large crowds are 

gathered. These carts enable Paramedics and EMT's to navigate through the crowds and transport 

injured people to waiting EMS unit established on the periphery. Some of the carts have been 

purchased to respond to incidents inside the forested areas of Leon county where ambulances are 

unable to respond. LCEMS uses these 4 and 6 wheel drive carts to respond to remote areas where 

4 wheeler accidents, or bicycle accidents occur in remote wooded areas and patients need rescue 

do to their injury. The patients are transported to the nearest road capable of supporting a 

standard ambulance and are equipped to treat patients at the point of the incident until transfer to 

a standard ground transport unit. 
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Wakulla County Division of Emergency Management:  

 

 
The Wakulla County Sheriff’s Office, Division of Emergency 

Management plans for and responds to both natural and man-made 

disasters of all kinds.  Division continually develops plans and 

procedures and also routinely conducts training and exercises to test 

emergency response capabilities. 

 

The division maintains a primary Emergency Operations Center (EOC) within the Sheriff’s 

Office, which serves as the communications and command center for reporting emergencies and 

coordinating local response activities.  The division also operates the County Warning Point, 

which is the 911 communications center staffed 24 hours each day.  The Division and its various 

programs are also active in the community, encouraging all Citizens to “Get A Plan”. 
 
At the event, be sure to check out:  

 
Wakulla County Mobile Command Vehicle:   

 

The Wakulla County Mobile Command Vehicle (MCV) is managed by the Wakulla County 

Division of Emergency Management and serves as the mobile extension of the local Emergency 

Operations Center.  The MCV can sustain itself remotely through a diesel operated generator and 

has been called upon several times to help respond to disasters.  
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Department of Business and Professional 

Regulation 

 
License efficiently. Regulate fairly. 

 

Mission Statement:  

 

To provide the citizens of Florida with quality professional 

regulatory services aimed at combating unlicensed activity, and 

ensuring licensees maintain compliance with the laws enacted by the legislature and the rules 

promulgated by the administrative boards within the Division of Professions, Division of 

Regulation programs and the Florida Boxing Commission. 

 

The Department of Business and Professional Regulation licenses and regulates nearly a million 

Florida businesses and professionals, from real estate agents, veterinarians, and accountants to 

contractors and cosmetologists. Our mission is to license efficiently and regulate fairly. 

 

The Department’s Unlicensed Activity Program is responsible for coordinating and providing 

quality control for consumer complaints of unlicensed activity as well as proactive outreach and 

enforcement actions. The deterrence of unlicensed activity is a high priority for the Department. 

Unlicensed activity causes considerable consumer harm especially after natural disasters such as 

hurricanes when home owners are most vulnerable.    

 

The Department encourages everyone to help us fight unlicensed activity and has made every 

effort to make this process easy. We have provided several avenues in which consumers can 

report unlicensed activity. Complaints can be filed by: accessing complaint forms online at 

www.myfloridalicense.com, emailing our unlicensed activity inbox at ula@dbpr.state.fl.us; 

mailing and faxing complaints to headquarters, or calling our toll free hotline at 1.866.532.1440. 

 

We encourage all consumers to verify licenses online www.myfloridalicense.com.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

11 

Florida Department of Financial Services 

Mission: To safeguard the integrity of the transactions 

entrusted to the Department of Financial Services and to 

ensure that every program within the Department delivers 

value to the citizens of Florida by continually improving 

the efficiency and cost effectiveness of internal 

management processes and regularly validating the value 

equation with our customers.  

Division of State Fire Marshal 

The Division of State Fire Marshal is located within the 

Department of Financial Services, where Jeff Atwater not only serves as Florida’s Chief 

Financial Officer but also as Florida’s State Fire Marshal. The Division of State Fire Marshal is 

dedicated to providing the highest quality services to all of our customers, from local fire 

departments who request our assistance with conducting fire investigations to citizens who want 

to attend one of the finest fire training colleges in the state.  The division is also a member of the 

State of Florida’s Emergency Operations Center and is the lead Agency in the Emergency 

Support Function (ESF) 4 and 9 for Firefighting, and Search and Rescue. 

At the event, be sure to check out the divisions: 

Bomb Truck – The Bureau of Fire and Arson Investigations (BFAI) Bomb Trucks are 

strategically prepositioned across Florida to provide support to Bureau of Fire and Arson 

Investigations Bomb Technicians.  The trucks are equipped with a bomb suit, deployable robot, 

x-ray instruments, and other equipment necessary to conduct render safe procedures for 

suspicious objects or packages. 

Bomb Suit - The Bomb suit is necessary to protect the BFAI Bomb Technician during explosion 

investigations; suspicious item investigations and deployment of render safe operations 

EOD Robotics - The BFAI EOD Robot has the capability to approach suspicious items and 

examine them prior to the Bomb Technician having to approach it.  The BFAI EOD Robots are 

also used in support of Local Law Enforcement, Sheriff's Departments, State Law Enforcement 

agencies and Federal Law Enforcement Agencies during high risk search warrant execution, 

apprehension of barricaded (resisting) violent crime suspects and other law enforcement 

operations where violence is probable.  Using the robot limits the exposure of law enforcement 

officers to potential gunfire or explosive devices when arresting dangerous criminals. 
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Florida Department of Health- Bureau of Environmental Health   
    

 

The Florida Department of Health (DOH), along with many other local 

and state agencies, has responsibilities before, during, and/or after 

emergencies.  As part of Emergency Support Function (ESF) for the State 

of Florida, ESF8- Public Health and Medical, the Department’s Bureau of 

Environmental Health is a component of the entire DOH ESF-8 under 

leadership housed in the Division of Emergency Preparedness and 

Community Support, Bureau of Preparedness and Response.  

 

The Environmental Health bureau staff members can provide technical assistance and expertise 

in order to respond to both small scale and large scale incidents. Bureau staff serves as primary 

source of information and resources for preparing and responding to environmental public health 

emergencies such as natural, man-made, and technological disasters, chemical spills, radiological 

hazards, and other public health emergencies. As part of the ESF-8 system, the bureau partners 

with all 18 DOH support agencies including the Florida Division of Emergency Management, 

Florida Department of Environmental Protection, Florida Department of Law Enforcement, and 

Department county offices. 

 

At the event, be sure to check out: 

 

Environmental Health Strike Team (EHST) Go Kit: 

Environmental Health Specialists get to work immediately after a disaster and break into “strike 

teams”.  Strike Teams are made up of EH Specialists who go out into the community to monitor 

drinking water quality and report boil water notices after a drinking water line fails, or report 

food safety issues with limited food distributors, or assist other relief agencies as needed. 

 

The Go Kits will contain some of the basic items that are needed by our EHST members when 

deployed throughout the state of Florida or if requested outside of the state. 

 

Environmental Health Displays: 

 Tables will have pamphlets, brochures, publications with information on environmental 

health programs  

 Give away items – spin the wheel of environmental health knowledge 
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Florida Division of Emergency 

Management 
 

The Florida Division of Emergency Management works to prepare for, respond to, recover from 

and mitigate both natural and man-made disasters, and is the state's liaison with federal and local 

agencies for emergencies of all kinds. Division staff members provide technical assistance to 

local governments as they prepare emergency plans and procedures and routinely conduct 

trainings and exercises to test state and county emergency response capabilities. 

 

The Division maintains the State Emergency Operations Center (SEOC) in Tallahassee, which 

serves as the communications and command center for reporting emergencies and coordinating 

state response activities. The Division also operates the State Warning Point, a state emergency 

communications center staffed 24 hours a day. The Division and its various programs are also 

active in the community, encouraging all Floridians to “Get a Plan.” 
 
At the event, be sure to check out:  

State Emergency Response Team Mobile Command Vehicle:   

 

The State of Florida Mobile Command Vehicle (MCV) is managed by the Florida Division of 

Emergency Management and serves as the mobile extension of the State Emergency Operations 

Center in Tallahassee. The MCV supports various response and recovery elements of the State 

Emergency Response Team (SERT) in the field. The MCV can sustain itself remotely through 

diesel operated generators and has been called upon several times to help respond to disasters 

such as the 2007 Groundhog Day tornadoes in Central Florida, the 2007 wildfires, Hurricanes 

Charley, Frances, Jeanne, Ivan, Dennis, Wilma, and Katrina in Mississippi.  

 

State Emergency Response Team Regional Coordinator Vehicle and Mobile 

Communications Trailer:  
 

The Regional Coordinators are the Division's liaisons to local governments and communities. 

Strategically based throughout the state, they interact with city and county emergency 

management offices on a daily basis to ensure coordination with the State in all phases of 

emergency management. The primary responsibility of the coordinators is to be the first state 

representative on-site to any local emergency or disaster, provide assistance where applicable, 

and route information to the State Emergency Operations Center. This exhibit will show the 

regional coordinator vehicle and mobile communications trailer that ensures the constant 

communication link between all first responders and the State Emergency Response Team. 

 

Kids Get A Plan Mobile Exhibit: 

 

Kids, Get A Plan! is a comprehensive program created to educate children in grades K-5, focused 

on teaching students about preparedness. The program includes a set of books written with 

FCAT standards, an interactive website, and outreach events throughout the year. At the 

interactive mobile exhibit, kids can join Professor Tinkermeister, Rabbit, Possum and all their 

friends to learn fun weather facts, play online games, and read books to learn about preparing for 

all hazards. These games and books are also available online at KidsGetAPlan.com, and at for 

Apple and Android Devices by searching KGAP. 
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Florida Department of Highway Safety and Motor 

Vehicles – Florida Highway Patrol:  

 
 

A safer Florida through Courtesy, Service, and Protection.  

 

We promote a safe and secure Florida through professional law 

enforcement and traffic safety awareness.  

 

 

At the event, be sure to check out:  

 
Mobile Command Bus 

 

Car Rollover Simulator  

 

Patrol Aircraft 

 

Florida Fish and Wildlife Conservation Commission (FWC) 

Aviation Unit 
 

Our FWC pilots strive to protect Florida’s natural resources and human life 

through airborne patrol in support of our Division of Law Enforcement Officers. 

We promptly respond to search and rescue requests for overdue or lost outdoor 

users, assist other agencies during natural disasters, and promote boating safety 

through airborne patrols. In emergency situations, our pilots provide aviation 

support for gathering reconnaissance information of disaster areas, and also 

aviation support to our Special Operations Group (SOG) missions. 

 

The FWC’s aviation unit operates a wide range of aircraft with diverse capabilities. We operate 

Bell 206B (Jet Ranger), Bell 206L-4 (Long Ranger) and UH-1 (Huey) helicopters. Several fixed-

wing airplanes, including twin-engine Partenavia’s, and single engine Cessna 182’s, that are 

strategically positioned across the state. Our pilots are trained and experienced in the use of 

specialized equipment that allows them to successfully complete their mission. Some of the 

aircraft are equipped with FLIR (thermal imaging systems), Night Sun (30 million candlepower 

searchlight) and the latest in GPS navigational systems. This equipment, in addition to the Night 

Vision Goggles (NVG) worn by our pilots, allows them to fly day or night in their endeavor to 

“Patrol, Protect, and Preserve”. 

 
 At the event, be sure to check out:  

 

 Bell 206 L4 Helicopter 

 Partenavia P-68 Observer Airplane 
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US Air Force Reserve Hurricane Hunters 

Since 1946, the Hurricane Hunters have been collecting data 

inside the strongest storms on earth. These Citizen Airmen send 

the data collected directly via satellite communications to the 

National Hurricane Center in Miami. The Hurricane Hunters fly 

the state-of-the-art, WC-130J aircraft, which enables the Hurricane 

Hunters to collect the most accurate and detailed data possible. 

 

Despite the dramatic blow in August, 2005 from Hurricane 

Katrina, which devastated the “Hunter’s” own home base and local communities along the 

Mississippi Gulf Coast, these Reservists never missed a mission. They flew more than 1,500 

hours into storms beginning in mid-May with Hurricane Adrian in the Pacific and finally ended 

in early December flying missions into Hurricane Epsilon. 

 

The Hurricane Hunters also collect data on winter storms and are qualified to fly tactical airlift 

missions.  

 

 At the event, be sure to check out:  

 

 WC-130 Hurricane Hunter Plane 

 Interact with the Hurricane Hunter Crew 
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Federal Emergency Management 

Agency - Mobile Emergency Response 

Support Detachment -Thomasville, 

Georgia: 

 The Detachment is responsible for supporting FEMA response operations in the eight 

southeastern states that comprise FEMA Region IV (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, 

Mississippi, North Carolina, South Carolina and Tennessee.) by providing telephone (voice), 

computer (data) and video services to federal, state, local and tribal officials responding to 

disasters.  Our resources (emergency operations vehicles and logistics supply vehicles) provide 

immediate communications between the state emergency managers and the federal government 

(no matter how devastating the event) to minimize the suffering and disruption of the people 

affected. 

 The Detachment is integral in facilitating the creation of: 

o   Joint Field Office, where the state and federal officials interface for disaster 

management. 

o   Disaster Recovery Centers, where individuals can register for federal assistance, 

and meet with Small Business Administration  or state and local officials for  

relief and assistance.    

We also support communication requests from Urban Search and Rescue teams, state leadership, 

local law enforcement, fire departments and emergency management officials. 

At the event, be sure to check out:  

Kentucky Emergency Operations Vehicle (EOV):  Medium sized 48-foot trailer with office 

space for 12 people and a small meeting area.  The vehicle is used to provide support for the 

Federal Coordinating Officer, Incident Management Team, other federal agency/state personnel 

and teams supporting response efforts.  Capabilities include a full suite of voice(phone), data 

(computer), video teleconferencing with limited Land Mobile Radio assets.       

Forward Communications Vehicle (FCV):  The FCV is an initial deployment truck designed to 

provide Land Mobile Radio, High Frequency (HF) radio and satellite capabilities (BGAN).  This 

vehicle is mainly used to support FEMA Field Incident Management Teams, Urban Search and 

Rescue teams and other radio requirements.  The FCV can be air transported via C-130, C-17 

and C-5 aircraft for rapid deployment.  
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National Weather Service Tallahassee, Florida 

 

The National Weather Service (NWS) provides weather, hydrologic, 

and climate forecasts and warnings for the United States, its 

territories, adjacent waters and ocean areas, for the protection of life 

and property and the enhancement of the national economy. The NWS 

Weather Forecast Office in Tallahassee provides forecast and 

warnings for 48 counties in Southeast Alabama, Southwest and South 

Central Georgia, and North Florida. Meteorologists at NWS 

Tallahassee constantly monitor and predict weather 24 hours a day, 7 

days a week ensuring the NWS mission of protecting life and 

property.  

 

At the event be sure to check out:  

Advanced Weather Interactive Processing System (AWIPS): The computer workstation used 

to monitor, predict, and issue forecasts and warnings by a local National Weather Service Office. 

AWIPS provides NWS meteorologists access to the latest satellite, radar, and computer model 

data across the country.  

 

Weather Balloons: NWS Tallahassee, along with many other offices around the country, release 

weather balloons twice daily. Radiosondes are attached to these weather balloons and collect 

important temperature, relative humidity, pressure, and wind measurements throughout the 

atmosphere. These data are then used in computer models predicting weather patterns across the 

globe.  

 

WFO Video Tour: This 5 minute video provides an inside look at the working operation of the 

National Weather Service Office in Tallahassee. Routine weather monitoring, severe weather 

operations, and weather balloon releases are all depicted in this video tour.  

 

Hydrologic Flood Model: This fun filled model activity uses a plastic tank with a simulated 

river to demonstrate how both rural and urban areas affect rainwater runoff and possibly cause 

flooding. This dynamic, hands-on, simulation model clearly demonstrates the critical role of 

floodplains and how development within both urban and rural environments can impact runoff 

from heavy rain and cause flooding.   
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National Hurricane Center (NHC) 

 

 
NHC’s Mission: To save lives, mitigate property loss, 

and improve economic efficiency by issuing the best 

watches, warnings, forecasts and analyses of hazardous 

tropical weather, and by increasing 

understanding of these hazards through 

global outreach. 

NHC’s Vision: To be America’s calm, clear 

and trusted voice in the eye of the storm, 

and, with our partners, enable communities 

to be safe from tropical weather threats. 

What NHC does: NHC maintains a 

continuous watch, and issues analyses, 

forecasts and warnings of weather and ocean 

conditions over the area shown above. It 

produces information in several formats  for  U.S.  interests  and,  by  international agreement, 

guidance for more than two dozen coastal countries in that area and the global marine 

community in those waters. It communicates its products through multiple methods, including 

the media. NHC conducts an extensive outreach and education program. 

Historical tracks of hurricanes, tropical storms and tropical depressions across NHC’s area of responsibility 

NHC resources: NHC has 47 employees, including 10 hurricane forecasters, 16 marine 

forecasters and a support staff 
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NHC’s key successes in recent years:  

 

 Built collaborations with 

emergency managers, the 

media, and the research 

community that reduced by 

two-thirds to 90% the U.S. 

hurricane-related deaths since 

NHC became established in the 

1950s (source: Willoughby et 

al., 2007) 

 Quickly initiated service 

enhancements to support 

Deepwater Horizon mitigation 

effort 

 Extended forecasts from 3 to 5 

days, watches to 2 days and 

warnings to 36 hours 

 Reduced track (storm location) forecast errors by 50% over about 15 years (see graph) 

 Trained  more  than  1,000  emergency  managers  during  the  past  20  years  in  week-

long hurricane workshops at the NHC, co-hosted by the Federal Emergency Management 

Agency 

 Operate web site providing forecast and storm preparedness information, receiving 

billions of hits for some storms 

 

NHC’s five key challenges: 

 

 Storm surge remains the 

nation’s greatest threat for a 

large loss of life from a single-

day natural disaster. NHC is 

leading the effort to establish in 

2014 a Potential Storm Surge 

Flooding Map (see example, 

lower right) and, in 2015, 

“Storm Surge Warnings” to 

reduce the number of storm 

surge fatalities in this country. 

 Making accurate forecasts of 

hurricane intensity. There’s 

been little historic progress. 

However, the NHC will benefit from NOAA’s  Hurricane Forecast Improvement Project 

(HFIP), intended to improve track and intensity forecast accuracy by 50% in 10 years; 

may require Doppler radar data from U. S. Air Force Reserves and NOAA hurricane 

hunter aircraft 
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 Hurricane damage continues increasing as coastal population and infrastructure grow. 

The NHC is encouraging additional mitigation efforts by personal, private sector and 

government interests. Resources are needed to do sufficient outreach to educate the 

public about storm preparations, including evacuation from storm surge. 

 Improvements in forecasts depend on how fast research can be made useful to 

forecasters. The NHC works closely with the United States Weather Research Program’s 

Joint Hurricane Testbed to expedite the transfer of research results into NHC forecast 

operations. 

 Acquiring and retaining information technology (IT)  staff and the infrastructure needed 

to develop new operational products, including Geographic Information Systems (GIS) 

data services for such partners as Emergency Managers. 

 

At the event be sure to:  

 

 Meet the National Hurricane Center Director, Dr. Rick Knabb 

 Interact with hurricane specialists 

 Learn about how NHC tracks these dangerous storms 

 

For more information about the NHC: 

 

 Web page: www.nhc.noaa.gov or www.hurricanes.gov 

 Public affairs office: nhc.public.affairs@noaa.gov, 305-229-4404 

 Main telephone number: 305-229-4470 

 Be our Facebook friend: http://www.facebook.com/nwsnhc 

 Follow us on Twitter: http://www.nhc.noaa.gov/twitter.php 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.hurricanes.gov/
http://www.facebook.com/nwsnhc
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NOAA Hurricane Hunters: 

NOAA uses two types of 

aircraft to gather data on 

hurricanes—the four-engine 

Lockheed WP-3D Orion 

turboprop (P-3), and a twin-

engine Gulfstream IV-SP 

jet  (G-IV). The P-3 flies at 

low altitudes in the midst of 

the storm and collects data 

on wind speed, temperature, 

and various other storm 

characteristics. The G-IV 

flies above and around a 

hurricane to observe the 

winds and weather conditions around the storm. This data helps forecasters predict its path, 

which in turn enables emergency managers to decide which cities and towns should be 

evacuated. 

Both planes are equipped with Doppler radar and expendable probes that are released from the 

plane into and around a storm. These instruments, called dropsondes, transmit information on 

atmospheric pressure, temperature, humidity, wind speed and direction back to the plane as they 

fall to the sea below. This important data is then relayed via satellite to forecasters on the ground. 

After a hurricane, NOAA uses another kind of aircraft — a King Air 350 twin-engine turboprop 

— to assess the damage left in the storm’s wake.  This plane travels to where the hurricane made 

landfall to photograph the damage from above, providing data that helps direct relief efforts to 

sites where they are most needed. 

The intense preparation by NOAA aviators, ground crew and scientists allows forecasters to stay 

steps ahead of impending tropical cyclones – all in an effort to alert emergency managers and the 

general public as soon as possible. 

At the event be sure to:  

 Tour the NOAA Hurricane Hunter Aircraft 

 Interact with the crew 
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Capital Area Chapter of the 

American Red Cross:  
 

Mission: The American Red Cross 

prevents and alleviates human suffering in 

the face of emergencies by mobilizing the power of volunteers and the generosity of donors. The 

Red Cross goal is to help our community prepare for, respond to and recover from disasters 

Your local chapter of the American Red Cross has been in Tallahassee since 1917 serving the 8 

counties of the Big Bend: Leon, Wakulla, Gadsden, Liberty, Franklin. Madison, Taylor and 

Jefferson.  

At the event be sure to check out: 

Emergency Response Vehicle (ERV): This vehicle is used to provide meals and to 

distribute bulk items (such as water or clean up kits) throughout a community after disasters. 

The Emergency Response vehicle can distribute up to 1,000 meals a day to an affected 

community and it’s also acts to relay current needs of the community to the Red Cross 

operations center. 

Citizen CPR: This is a hands-only CPR training that is now being offered by the American Red 

Cross to better prepare our community for emergencies.  
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Big Bend Disaster Animal Response Team (DART)   

 

 

The mission of Big Bend DART is to: 

 

 Rescue and retrieve animals displaced or left behind during 

disasters; 

 Shelter and care for lost or displaced animals until they can be returned to their rightful 

owners; 

 Provide disaster preparedness education to animal owners and animal welfare agencies. 

 

At the event be sure to check out: 

 

A 10 x 10 canopy set up like an emergency animal shelter. There will be several crates with 

stuffed animals inside (perhaps even real dogs, if the weather permits) as well as our tabletop 

exhibit. A DART member will explain why we need to have emergency pet shelters and how we 

(as volunteers) are trained to help Emergency Management and Animal Control with dealing 

with animals during disasters. 

 

Adults and older children will find the DART brochure helpful, which includes a blank Disaster 

Plan inside as well as items you need for evacuating with your pets. Younger children will 

appreciate our coloring book about being prepared with your pet for evacuation. Teacher packets 

with further activities/games focusing on being prepared for evacuating with pets, as well as 

being kind and responsible pet owners, will be available. 
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CIVIL AIR PATROL 

 

Citizens Serving Communities...Above and Beyond 
 
CAP serves America by developing our nation's youth; performing 

local, state and national missions; and informing our citizens about 

the importance of aerospace education.  

 

In December 1941, one week before the Japanese attack on Pearl 

Harbor, Civil Air Patrol was founded by more than 150,000 citizens 

who were concerned about the defense of America’s coastline. 

 

In 2000, Congress provided that “The Civil Air Patrol is a volunteer civilian auxiliary of the Air 

Force when the services of the Civil Air Patrol are used by any department or agency in any 

branch of the federal government.” 

 

Aerospace Education 

 Educates adult and cadet members and the community on the importance of aerospace. 

 Provides comprehensive aerospace education resources online.  

 Provides educators with free national standards-driven K-12 aerospace/STEM education 

materials (for homeschoolers, too!) 

 

Emergency Services 

• Conducts 90 percent of inland search and rescue in the U.S., as tasked by the Air Force Rescue 

Coordination Center and other agencies. 

• Performs aerial reconnaissance for homeland security. 

• Conducts orientation flights for Air Force Junior and Senior ROTC cadets. 

• Maintains the most extensive VHF and HF communications network in the nation. 

 

During a hurricane threat CAP has personnel assigned to the State Emergency Operations 

Center.  Prior to the arrival of a hurricane CAP flies emergency evacuation routes to report 

traffic conditions to law enforcement.  After passage of a hurricane or tornado CAP flies over 

damaged & flooded areas to photograph conditions for immediate use by various state & local 

agencies. 

 

Cadet Programs 

• Includes more than 25,000 members ages 12 through 20.  

• Educates youth in four main program areas: leadership, aerospace, fitness and character 

development. 

 

At the event, be sure to check out:  

 

 Cessna 172 used on various missions.   

 Information about becoming a volunteer. 
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The Florida State University Center 

for Ocean and Atmospheric Prediction 

Studies (COAPS): 

 

The Florida State University Center for Ocean-

Atmospheric Prediction Studies (COAPS) promotes interdisciplinary research in air-sea 

interaction, the coupled ocean-atmosphere-land-ice earth system, and climate prediction on 

scales of weeks to decades in order to increase our understanding of the physical, social, and 

economic consequences of coupled ocean-atmospheric variations. In 2014, COAPS scientists 

will release their 6th annual Atlantic hurricane season forecast. The forecast is made using a 

numerical atmospheric computer model which was developed at COAPS. COAPS also uses 

models to develop improved predictions of hurricane-induced storm surges. 

At the event, be sure to check out:  

Storm surge demonstration: We’ll make a model coastline with houses and other coastal 

features. Then we’ll test our model to see where the coast might flood during a hurricane’s storm 

surge. 
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Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH)
 ®

: 
 

 

 

 

 

The nonprofit Federal Alliance for Safe Homes (FLASH) is the country's leading consumer 

advocate for strengthening homes and safeguarding families from natural and manmade 

disasters. FLASH collaborates with more than 100 innovative and diverse partners that share its 

vision of making America a more disaster‐resilient nation including: BASF, Federal Emergency 

Management Agency, Florida Division of Emergency Management, The Home Depot®, 

International Code Council, Kohler® Generators, National Weather Service, Portland Cement 

Association, RenaissanceRe, Simpson Strong-Tie®, State Farm™, USAA® and WeatherPredict 

Consulting Inc. In 2008, FLASH opened the interactive weather experience  StormStruck: A 

Tale of Two Homes® located at the INNOVENTIONS Attraction at Epcot® at the Walt Disney 

World® Resort in Lake Buena Vista, FL. Learn more about FLASH and its free consumer 

resources by visiting www.flash.org or calling (877) 221- SAFE (7233). 

 

Giveaway materials to include: 
 

1. Electronic Media Kit (for the media and teachers) to include information on the 2014 

Harris Interactive Survey Top Hurricane Myths and the #bustamyth campaign 

2. A StormStruck: A Tale of Two Homes cinch bag containing:  

 Do-It-Yourself Wind Inspection Checklist 

 Hand fan with a free StormStruck app download  

 Sunglasses  

 StormStruck Bracelets 
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Mrs. Virginia International 2014 - Cheryl Nelson 

 
 

As Mrs. Virginia International 2014, Cheryl Nelson 

raises awareness for her chosen platform, Natural 

Disaster Preparedness. As a broadcast meteorologist, 

Cheryl understands the force of Mother Nature and 

wants Americans to be prepared to ultimately help save 

lives.  

 

She volunteers as "Weather Ready Nation Ambassador" 

for NOAA and is a partner with IAEM and FEMA's 

Ready.gov campaign to raise awareness about family and 

pet preparedness through education, speaking 

engagements and appearances all across Virginia 

and various parts of the United States.  

 

You can show you support for preparedness by 

participating in America’s PrepareAthon and follow 

Cheryl at www.cherylnelsonVA.com  

 

 

At the event be sure to check out: 

 Get your picture taken with Mrs. Virginia International 

 Receive a signed Mrs. Virginia International autograph card 
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Tallahassee Amateur Radio Society (TARS)        

 

TARS is a general interest amateur radio club with 

membership concentrated in the greater Tallahassee area. The 

club’s service activities include public safety 

communications for the annual Gulf Winds Track Club 

Marathon, bicycle races such as the Spaghetti 100, 

cooperation with the county’s hospitals and the American 

Red Cross and the operation of several weekly nets to prepare 

for providing emergency communications in natural disasters 

such as the 2005 Katrina and Rita Hurricanes for which several members provided support. 

Many members are active in the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES) and the NWS 

SKYWARN, volunteering their time and equipment for communications duty for public service 

when disaster strikes. 

 

In addition to offering high-tech service to the community, amateur radio operators enjoy talking 

with other hams around the world using many different methods of communications including 

the traditional voice, the old-time, but still popular Morse code and many newer digital modes, 

including Amateur Radio television and earth-satellite communications. Today’s hams were the 

original Makers and Hackers, extending the Do It Yourself or DIY movement that began in 

basements over a century ago, using new, used and scavenged parts to make transmitters, 

receivers and antennas capable of communicating with other hams anywhere on Earth – and 

beyond. 

 

At the event be sure to check out:  

 

Get On The Air Station (GOTA): An operational Amateur Radio station set up to demonstrate 

the capabilities of ham radio. Visitors interested in “Getting on the Air” can sit down with a 

licensed ham who will assist them in experiencing an actual ham radio contact with another ham 

located anywhere in the country or possibly the world. 

 

Emergency Communications (EmComm) Demonstration: A VHF/UHF station with 

Automatic Position Reporting System (APRS) that allows automatic tracking on a Google map 

during an emergency event. See a demonstration of Sarnet which gives Tallahassee the ability to 

talk mostly on UHF/DOT Microwave communications, soon to be linked statewide. Meet the 

Leon County Emergency Coordinator for the Amateur Radio Emergency Service (ARES).  

 

Information Table:  

 Many brochures and displays describing the various activities of Amateur Radio, 

especially those related to emergency communications.  

 Handout about how to become a ham 

 Be sure to take a free copy of a not-so-old issue of a ham radio magazine to see what the 

hobby is all about – it’s worth it just for the ads.  

 Talk to hams about specific topics that interest you.  
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2. Historical Tropical Cyclone Data of the Florida Big Bend and Panhandle 
 
Summary 
 
 Reliable hurricane history for the region begins around 1815, though some storms 

through the 1820s may have been missed due to the region being sparsely populated until after 

Tallahassee became the territorial capital of the US Territory of Florida.  

 

 Over the period of 1815 to 2007, 102 systems of tropical storm intensity or higher have 

made landfall or moved near the region between Destin and the mouth of the Suwannee River. 

Several active periods in the late 19
th

 century are noted as indicated in the graph below.  

 

 
 During the most active period of 1870 to 1899, 29 tropical systems impacted the region, 

of which 17 were hurricanes. During this 30 year period, 45 percent of the region's major 

hurricane landfalls occurred. A relative quiet period ensued from 1900 through 1960 with only 

34 tropical systems making landfall, of which only 11 were hurricanes. Our last major hurricane 

was Hurricane Eloise in 1975. Since 1980, 15 named storms have made landfall along our 

coastline. The reason for the noticeable decrease in landfalling tropical cyclones in the 20th 

century is unclear. However, we do know that climatology favors a tropical cyclone that is 

recurving into the westerlies as it approaches our forecast area. Tropical cyclones of this type are 

typically weakening around landfall. Comparatively, our coastline features one of the lowest 

probabilities of landfalls from a tropical system in the southeast.  
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Specific Tropical Cyclones of Note:  

 
August 7, 1837. A hurricane makes landfall along the northern Gulf Coast, likely somewhere 

west of Panama City. This storm produced a storm surge in excess of 6 feet at St. Marks. The 

effects of this storm at Saint Marks were likely similar to Hurricane Dennis of 2005. 

 

August 30, 1837. A compact major hurricane makes landfall near Apalachicola. According to 

Florida's Hurricane History by Jay Barnes, "Damage from this hurricane was severe, as ships 

were wrecked and homes and wharves were washed away. In St. Joseph (near modern day Port 

St. Joe) a three story building was 'razed to the ground.' The damages in Apalachicola were first 

estimated to be $200,000, but that figure was later reduced. The editor of the Apalachicola 

Gazette summaries the scene: 'I write from the midst of ruins.'" 
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September 1841. St. Joseph was completed destroyed by a hurricane. Little is known about this 

storm other than little was left of the town after the storm.  

 

October 4, 1842. A major hurricane makes landfall near Saint Marks and produces a 20 foot 

storm surge at Cedar Key. Tallahassee suffers significant wind damage valued at 11.1 million in 

2008 dollars. At Apalachicola, the East Pass lighthouse was heavily damaged when it lost 30 feet 

of its height. According to Florida's Hurricane History, "'roads in all directions from the Florida 

capital were blocked with thousands of fallen trees.'" 

 

September 13, 1843. Port Leon is wiped off the map by a category two hurricane. A 10 foot 

storm surge is produced referred to as a "tidal wave". The hurricane kills 14 in the Florida 

Panhandle. In the Florida Historical Quarterly, historian T. Frederick Davis wrote:  

  

 Every warehouse in the town was laid flat with the ground....Nearly every dwelling was 

 thrown from its foundation and many of them crushed to atoms.  The merchants took 

 what precautions they could for protection against high wind and water before the height 

 of the storm, by moving their goods, as they thought, out of danger. But the surging 

 water and furious blasts were irresistible, and the goods in the stores were either 

 destroyed or badly damaged....Every dwelling house and store that was not demolished 

 was left in a wretchedly shattered and filthy condition.  

 

August 30, 1850. A powerful hurricane hits Apalachicola bringing a significant storm tide. 

Several downtown streets were flooded.  

 

August 24, 1851. The Great Middle-Florida Hurricane. A major hurricane hits Apalachicola 

producing a 12 foot storm surge in Saint Marks. This storm was recorded as the "most savage 

and destructive storm in the history of Apalachicola." The Commercial Advertiser, the 

newspaper in Apalachicola reported that this was, "the most destructive storm it has ever 

witnessed." All three lighthouses were blown down or washed away. Florida's Hurricane History 

puts it this way: 

 

 "The wind apparently blew for more than twenty hours, leveling houses of all sizes. 

 Extremely high tides washed away warehouses and stores and all of their contents, 

 leaving the inhabitants without shelter and almost without food. All of the buildings on 

 Water Street were destroyed, and every house on Front or Commerce Street is in ruins."  

 

In Tallahassee, the Tallahassee Sentinel reported that "tall forest oaks were uprooted or rudely 

snapped asunder; China trees stood no chance, fences were prostrated, tin roofing peeled up like 

paper, roofs torn up, brick bats flying; and altogether such a general scatteration taking place as 

is not often seen."  

 

At Saint Marks, the storm tide was greater that all previous storms with portions of the 

fortifications swept away. The tide was estimated in excess of 12 feet. Residents were forced 

from their homes in the midst of the storm and forced to swim or float on debris.  

 

October 3, 1877. A major hurricane makes landfall at Apalachicola creating a storm surge of 12 

feet.  
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June 21, 1886. A category 2 hurricane makes landfall in Saint Marks.  

 

June 30, 1886. A category 2 hurricane makes landfall east of Apalachicola.  

 

June 9, 1966. Hurricane Alma makes landfall near Apalachicola as a category two hurricane. 

Alma caused 66 million dollars (2008 USD) in damage. Winds of 75 to 100 mph were estimated 

in coastal Wakulla County.  

  

September 23, 1975. Major Hurricane Eloise makes landfall near Destin with winds of 125 

mph. This storm created a 16 foot storm surge across the Panhandle Coast. Damage exceeded 

400 million in 2008 USD.  

 

November 21, 1985.  Hurricane Kate makes landfall east of Panama City, near Mexico Beach 

with winds of 95 mph. Significant wind damage occurred around the western Florida Big Bend, 

particularly in and around Tallahassee.  

 

The 2004 Hurricane Season.  Even if a tropical cyclone does not directly make landfall in our 

forecast area, impacts can still be felt. This was very much the case in the active 2004 season. 

Bonnie, Frances, Ivan, and Jeanne all had an impact on our forecast area. The most severe was 

Ivan which produced numerous tornadoes across the forecast area and storm surge heights of 8 to 

10 feet along the panhandle coast. 

 

July 24, 2005.  Hurricane Dennis, even though making landfall in the Pensacola area, provided 

moderate to significant damage along our coastline. While wind speeds remained below 

hurricane force across our forecast area, the main story was storm surge. Between 8 to 10 feet of 

storm surge was observed in Apalachee Bay well east of where Dennis made landfall. From 

Apalachicola to Keaton Beach, coastal communities were inundated. US Highway 98 was 

washed out in several places in Franklin County. The worst damage was in the community of 

Saint Marks where a large portion of the town was under 4 to 6 feet of water. The unusually high 

storm surge from a storm making landfall a couple hundred miles to the west was caused by a 

trapped continental shelf wave moving northward along the Florida west coast.  

 

August 23, 2008. Tropical Storm Fay was a slow moving tropical storm that approached the 

region from the east. While sustained winds were much higher than 45 mph, significant heavy 

rainfall occurred across North Florida and South Georgia. Storm total rainfall amounts exceeded 

24 inches in many locations, with a 24 hour rainfall record set for the entire state of Georgia in 

this storm. Widespread flooding occurred across much North Florida.  

 

May 29, 2012. Tropical Storm Beryl made landfall near Jacksonville, Florida with winds of 70 

mph. Due to the slow movement of the tropical storm while moving across North Florida, very 

heavy rainfall occurred with storm total amounts in Lafayette County around 14 inches.  

 

June 26, 2013. Tropical Storm Debby approached the Florida Big Bend and stalled just south of 

Franklin County before making an eastward turn and moving ashore in Dixie County. The slow 

movement of Tropical Storm Debby produced historic rainfall totals across southern portions of 

Wakulla and Franklin Counties. Rainfall amounts in excess of 29 inches were reported during 

the storm. Record flooding occurred on the Sopchoppy River with numerous homes flooded to 

their rooftop.  
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Media Contacts and Resources:  

 
For more information on visiting the event or scheduling an interview:  

 

Kelly Godsey or Jeffry Evans : 850-942-8833 

 

Kelly.Godsey@noaa.gov or Jeffry.Evans@noaa.gov 

 

Like us on Facebook at:  

 

http://www.facebook.com/US.NationalWeatherService.Tallahassee.gov 
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